
UNITED STATES DISTRICT AND BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF IDAHO

Order Regarding Use of State )
Certified Interpreters in the )
District of Idaho                          ) Amended General Order 195

This matter coming before the court as a result of new regulations which affect the

appointment of Interpreters in the District of Idaho. and

28 U.S.C. § 1827 (d)(1) states that 

“The presiding judicial officer, with the assistance of the Director of the
Administrative Office of the United States Courts, shall utilize the services of the
most available certified interpreter, or when no certified interpreter is reasonably
available, as determined by the presiding judicial officer, the services of an
otherwise qualified interpreter....”, and

The Federal Court and State Court having partnered in developing a state certification

program for Spanish Interpreters which provides qualified Spanish Interpreters, and

As part of this program, the candidates are required to pass a written screening

examination, a section on translations from English to Spanish, attend a two day orientation

workshop and then, if the candidate has completed these requirements, they must take a

certification exam which consists of a written ethics examination and an oral examination

on simultaneous interpreting, consecutive interpreting and sight translation, and

These sessions are taped and graded by the experts who are guided by the National

Center for State Courts, and

Those passing all three sections of this state certification process are deemed to be

otherwise qualified interpreters, and
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The Administrative Office Guidelines indicate that in order for the presiding judicial

officer to appoint an otherwise qualified interpreter, the clerks office must contact the

following resources, in this order, in each instance when an interpreter is appointed: 

1. The National Court Interpreter Database
2. Other court clerks and interpreter supervisors
3. District Court Administration Division
4. Interpreter Organizations
5. Government Agencies
6. State Courts
7. Language departments of academic institutions
8. GSA language services

And, it appearing to the Court that this eight step process is too cumbersome when

qualified interpreters are available from the state certification roster,

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT the roster of state certified Spanish

Interpreters, (AND OTHER QUALIFIED INTERPRETERS) maintained by the Clerk of

Court, is deemed to meet the requirements of 28, U.S.C. § 1827, and the Clerk of Court is

directed to use this roster for selecting Spanish Interpreters for appointment by the Court,

in addition to locally available federally certified interpreters.

Dated this 4th day of May, 2005.

                                                                                              
B. Lynn Winmill, Chief Judge, U.S. District Court

                                                                                                
Edward J. Lodge, District Judge, U. S. District Court

                                                                                                
Larry M. Boyle, Chief Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court

                                                                                                
Mikel H. Williams, Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court
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